and correspondents. Goring declared in the heat of the
moment that he would call the Reichstag for the next
day. The Government's answer was to call out all the police
reserves, the Berlin garrison and to march four extra
battalions of infantry into Berlin from the Brandenburg
command.
An interesting commentary on the state of affairs in
Germany at this time is shown by an apparently Govern-
ment-inspired notice in Forwan^ dated 11 September 1932,
which ran: " The Government assert that it did not intend
to dissolve the Reichstag. Any assertion to the contrary
lacks foundation.0 It was apparent that the Government
was being conducted in hour-by-hour stages. Life in
Berlin had its sorrows, but it also had its compensations.
The people, like the cat, could laugh at its Government
in the absence of a King.
The dissolution of the Reichstag a fact, the new elections
were scheduled for 6 November, The Nazis were furious
in their attacks upon the Chancellor, for funds were running
low, exhausted as they had been by a succession of wearing-
down elections. The Reichswehr took themselves off to
manoeuvres beyond the Oder line and around the Rhine,
so that East and West, the last props of von Papen's power,
were dissipated in an endeavour to remain aloof from the
disorder into which many of its dashing schemers had
encouraged him, by sycophantic agreement with his
schemes for German hegemony. While the " blues " and
the " Reds " were theoretically winning the next war, von
Papen was fighting a forlorn hope against his erstwhile allies.
There is no doubt that the Nazis were at all times in
agreement with his Nationalism, but they strongly objected
to his interpretation of it and his predilection for intrigue.
The strong men of the Nazi movement realized that while
they could use von Papen as a collaborator, they could
not acknowledge him as leader. Papen was afraid that
the Nazis would injure his proposed Holy Roman Empire
of the Western Germans if allowed too much authority.
So the two elements, so necessary to each other if either
was to succeed, through jealousy and mistrust, drew apart
in those fateful autumn days in 1932, when the Germans